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Apprentice Spotlight:
Alexander Hicks, Altec

We are proud to highlight Alexander Hicks, an
Assembler apprentice at Altec, who is making
impressive progress in his apprenticeship journey.

Alexander entered the program with a strong interest in
hands‑on technical work, and he has quickly developed
a passion for the precision and problem‑solving involved
in equipment assembly.

﻿Through his apprenticeship, Alexander has gained
valuable real‑world experience, strengthened his
mechanical skills, and contributed to meaningful work
within Altec’s fast‑paced manufacturing environment. His
dedication to learning and growth is evident in every
step he takes.

In addition to his on‑the‑job training, Alexander is
actively working toward two major educational goals:
completing a diploma in welding and earning a
certificate in mechatronics. These credentials will further
expand his technical expertise and position him for a
strong future in advanced manufacturing.

﻿We celebrate Alexander’s commitment, determination,
and enthusiasm for building his career. His story is a
powerful example of how apprenticeships help
individuals develop valuable skills while creating
pathways to long‑term success.

 

Behind the Scenes:
Meet Candy Willard



Candy Willard brings a rich mix of education, service, and heart to her role at Surry-Yadkin
Works. A graduate of North Surry High School, Candy and her husband of 32 years—who
owns a small business in Mount Airy—have raised four adult children. Outside of work, she
enjoys family time, the outdoors, and lifelong learning through reading, podcasts, and travel.

Candy’s path has been anything but linear. She earned an AAS in Paralegal Technology from
Surry Community College and interned with the Surry County Probation Office, sparking a
lasting interest in legal topics. After completing a degree in Human Services, she spent several
years as a stay-at-home mom, volunteering extensively in her children’s schools and earning
Franklin Elementary’s 2008–2009 Volunteer of the Year. Her return to the workforce began with
substitute teaching and evolved into tutoring, a teaching assistant role, and eventually a
teaching license. After six years as a middle school Special Education Inclusion Teacher,
Candy joined Surry-Yadkin Works in October 2024.

Candy loves working with students on career development and collaborating with the
professional mentors who guide them. She’s especially proud of the healthcare pre-apprentices
who rise to life’s most meaningful moments—whether welcoming the first baby of the new year
or providing compassionate end-of-life care. As one hospice employee shared of a student,
“The love and compassion she showed… blew me away.” Candy is inspired by the growing
emphasis on apprenticeships statewide and nationally and is grateful to be part of work that
truly matters at Surry-Yadkin Works.

 

﻿Future in Focus:
Alexis Tran

 



Alexis Tran Headshot

North Carolina Clerk of
Superior Court Logo

Surry-Yadkin Works is excited to share the story of
Alexis Tran, a senior at Surry Central High School
who is preparing for a future in criminal law. Alexis
plans to study political science at a four-year
university before attending law school, with the goal
of becoming a prosecutor and advocating for public
safety.

Alexis applied to the pre-apprenticeship program to
gain real-world experience in the legal system and
better understand how courtrooms operate. She
was especially interested in learning how clerks,
attorneys, and judges work together behind the
scenes.

This semester, Alexis is completing her pre-
apprenticeship at the Surry County Courthouse in
the Clerk of Court’s Office as an office assistant
and intern. Each morning, she assists with
paperwork and documentation before observing the
District or Superior Court, most often choosing
criminal court. She attends daily proceedings with
her notebook and court dockets, taking detailed
notes.

Through this experience, Alexis has learned
courtroom procedures, legal terminology, and the
roles of courtroom professionals. One of the most
meaningful moments for her has been observing
juvenile court and seeing how the justice system
can positively impact young people’s lives.

Alexis credits her supervisors for their encouragement and support, noting how
welcomed and valued they have made her feel. This experience has strengthened her
desire to pursue a legal career and deepened her understanding of the justice system.
She encourages other students to be punctual, professional, and take the opportunity
seriously.

﻿We are proud of Alexis and look forward to seeing where her journey leads next.

Surry-Yadkin Works Alumni in the Workforce:
Anna Whitaker

 



Surry-Yadkin Works is proud to shine a spotlight on
Anna Whitaker, the first youth Teacher Apprentice in
North Carolina. Her experience with Surry-Yadkin Works
helped turn her early interest in teaching into a clear and
confident career path. Anna joined the program to gain
hands-on experience in education before fully
committing, and she quickly discovered a passion for the
classroom and the many responsibilities of the role.

Anna completed her teaching apprenticeship at Flat
Rock Elementary, where she tutored small intervention
groups, began substituting, and later served as a
teaching assistant at White Plains Elementary—where
she now teaches full time. Throughout her
apprenticeship, she gained valuable real-world
experience and developed strong classroom
management skills by learning from multiple teachers
and blending their strategies into her own teaching style.

Two mentors, Kellie Hunter and Alicia Fallaw at Flat Rock Elementary, had a lasting
impact on Anna’s journey. Their passion for teaching inspired her early on, and the tools
and strategies they shared continue to shape her classroom today.

Now a second-grade teacher at White Plains Elementary School, Anna credits Surry-
Yadkin Works with preparing her through early exposure to curriculum planning, PLC
meetings, and data-driven instruction. She’s especially proud of the supportive classroom
community she’s built and the growth she sees in her students each day.

Anna encourages students to jump in and fully engage in programs like Surry-Yadkin
Works, noting that hands-on experiences help students discover what they’re truly
passionate about.

Business Spotlight:
North Bridge Physio & Sports Performance

Surry-Yadkin Works is proud to highlight a locally owned physical therapy and fitness business
led by Josh Edwards, serving the community since 2018. The company provides school-based
physical therapy, cash-based outpatient physical therapy, and CrossFit, supporting individuals
of all ages while promoting lifelong fitness and wellness.

The business has partnered with Surry-Yadkin Works since 2022, driven by Josh's passion for
teaching and mentoring students. He believes strongly in immersive, hands-on experiences
that allow students to gain a clear understanding of what a career in physical therapy truly
involves.

Investing in Future Healthcare Professionals
By hosting student pre-apprentices, interns, and job shadows, the company offers a unique
learning environment that exposes students to outpatient care, school-based therapy, CrossFit
coaching, and business ownership, giving them a well-rounded view of the profession.

One memorable success story includes a student who stayed with the company for three
semesters. During that time, she earned her CrossFit certification, was accepted into physical



therapy school, and continues to coach youth and adults when she returns home.

Why This Partnership Matters
Partnering with Surry-Yadkin Works has allowed Josh to mentor students long-term, building
confidence in their skills and leading to the hiring of a former student as a CrossFit coach, with
future potential in physical therapy.

Josh encourages other businesses to partner with SYW, emphasizing the importance of
creating a learning-focused environment where students can explore careers they find
meaningful and fulfilling.

Did You Know?
Josh graduated with his doctorate in Physical Therapy in 2017 at age 35 and opened his
business immediately after—starting with free CrossFit classes at a local park and physical
therapy services in a church classroom before growing into a dedicated space.

﻿We are grateful for the impact this business continues to have on students, health, and the
local community.

 

Students in Action

Trey Speaks, Finance & Tax Assistant
Pre-Apprentice, Yadkin County Tax
Office.

Ethan Moser, Warehouse Specialist
Pre-Apprentice, Merritt Supply, Mount
Airy.

Spring Semester Snapshot
Surry-Yadkin Works is proud to welcome 211 new & returning Pre-Apprentices for the
spring 2026 semester! This semester, we are partnered with the following businesses:

206 Architects



AGP Tools
Allen Industries

Alliance Insurance
Altec

Altec-FLEET
Anchor 41 Realty

Austin Electrical Enclosures
Benchmark Physical Therapy

BH Tharrington Primary School
Boonville Elementary School

Bottomley Trucking
Brannock & Hiatt Furniture

Carolina Ink
Cedar Ridge Elementary
Central Continuing Care

Chatham Nursing and Rehab
City of Mount Airy Public Works

Coldwell Banker Realty
Coley Hall Event Center

Coram Construction
Cross Creek Country Club

CW Electric
D Rex Pharmacy

Dobson Elementary School
Dorsett Heating and Air

Dr. Gravitte & Associates
East Bend Hair Shop

Elkin City Schools
Fairview Church of Shoals Preschool

Gene Rees
Golf Cart Outlet of Mount Airy

Grace Clinic
Grandview Animal Hospital

Hardy Brothers Trucking
Hugh Chatham Health

JJ Jones Intermediate School
Johnson's Modern Electric
Jonesville Public Library
Keller-Williams Realty

Magnify Ministries
Merritt's Supply

Mount Airy High School
Mount Airy Housing Authority

Mount Airy/Surry County Airport
Mountain Valley Hospice

Mustard Seed
Newman Construction

North Bridge Physio & Sports Performance
Northern Regional Hospital

Pilot Mechanical
Pilot Mountain Elementary School

Pilot Mountain Middle School
Propel Pediatric Therapy
Radford Family Dental

Reeves Community Center
Rockford Elementary
Scenic Automotive

Shear Inspiration Salon



Shenandoah Furniture
Shepherd's House

Shoals Elementary School
Smith-Rowe

State Road Animal Hospital
Steve Tate Plumbing

Surry Arts Council
Surry Community College
Surry County Government

Surry County Office of the Clerk of Superior Court
Surry County Schools

T&K Enterprises
Tampco

Thacker and Wall
The Chop Shop

Turney and Sons Construction
United Plumbing

Uplift Pediatric Therapy
West Yadkin Elementary School

Yadkin County Government
Yadkin County Schools

Yadkin County Sheriff's Office
Yadkin County Smart Start

Yadkin Nursing Care
Yadkin Veterinary Hospital

Yadkinville Elementary School
Yadkinville Public Library

YMCA - Yadkinville
YVEDDI Domestic Violence Division

Understanding The Data That Shapes Our
Workforce

Join myFutureNC on February 12, 2026, at 3:00 p.m. for a virtual broadcast of the 2026
State of Educational Attainment in North Carolina Regional Convening. This event offers
a valuable opportunity to explore new statewide and county-level data and discuss what
it means for our local communities.

Participants will dig into key insights and engage in conversations about practical steps
to strengthen local talent development in the year ahead. This convening is one of eight
regional sessions designed to help educators, employers, and community partners align
efforts around educational attainment and workforce readiness. Please share this
opportunity with colleagues and partners who may be interested.



📅 Date: February 12, 2026
⏰ Time: 3:00 p.m.
📍 Location: Virtual
🔗 Registration: Register Here

﻿Another reason to participate is that Surry-Yadkin Works will be recognized by
myFutureNC!  

December Pre-Apprentice Trainings:
﻿Building Skills for Success

In December, we conducted more than 100 mock interviews for our fall pre-apprentices.
Volunteers from the local businesses partnered with us to help students strengthen
essential skills such as professional communication, interviewing, and articulating their
experiences. This process is a critical part of our program, ensuring students complete
their pre-apprenticeship, prepared to clearly communicate their skills and confidently
enter the workforce as hirable candidates.

Surry-Yadkin Works Featured in National
Research Report

Our program was recently featured in a national research report titled Mapping the
Landscape of Degree Apprenticeship: Expanding a Promising Model for Mobility. The
report highlights innovative degree apprenticeship efforts across the country and includes
insights from our work to expand economic mobility in Surry & Yadkin County. We’re
proud to contribute to research that will inform future policy and strengthen education-to-
career pathways. To read the report, click here: Article Link

https://www.myfuturenc.org/2026-state-of-educational-attainment-in-nc-regional-convenings/
https://www.newamerica.org/education-policy/reports/mapping-the-landscape-of-degree-apprenticeship-expanding-a-promising-model-for-mobility/


Investing in Leadership, Investing in Yadkin
Participation in Leadership Yadkin has been a
valuable opportunity for our team to gain a
deeper understanding of Yadkin County and the
resources it offers. This experience strengthens
our ability to connect pre-apprentices with
meaningful employment opportunities
throughout the county.

Leadership Yadkin is a collaboration between
Yadkin County and Surry Community College
designed to prepare participants to become
effective community leaders. The program
provides insight into the county’s history,
government, education, judicial systems,
economic development, and community
services, while highlighting the people and
organizations that support local residents and
businesses.

Members of our team—Leslie, Candy, and John—are proud participants in Leadership
Yadkin. The knowledge, relationships, and perspective gained through the program
enhance our work with students and employers and support the continued growth of
Yadkin County’s workforce and future leaders.

Recognizing the Mentors Who Support Student
Success

During the month of January, Surry-Yadkin Works hosted two opportunities for
celebrating our dedicated mentors.

On January 16, we gathered at InterWorks in Mount Airy for breakfast to recognize our
wonderful Surry-Yadkin Works mentors. The morning was a time to connect and reflect
on the meaningful impact mentors have on our youth and community.

On January 20, we gathered again in Yadkin County at the Yadkin County Schools
career development training center for breakfast to celebrate the mentors serving



students throughout the county. Both events highlighted the commitment, dedication, and
heart our mentors bring to supporting young people and strengthening our communities.

In the Works:
Upcoming Events

 

Pre-Apprentice Trainings:
February Dates (students will choose 1 to attend):

Wednesday, February 4th - Soft/Essential Work Skills (Yadkin)
Friday, February 6th - Soft/Essential Work Skills (Interworks)
Tuesday, February 10th - Soft/Essential Work Skills (Interworks)

OSHA Dates (students will choose 1 to attend):
Friday, February 13th - OSHA Part #1 (Dobson)
Friday, February 20th - OSHA Part #1 (Dobson)

March Dates (students will choose 1 to attend):
Friday, February 27th - Public Speaking & Microsoft Skills (Dobson)
Tuesday, March 3rd - Public Speaking & Microsoft Skills (Dobson)
Wednesday, March 4th - Public Speaking & Microsoft Skills (Dobson)

 
Returning Pre-Apprentice Trainings:

Wednesday. February 18th - (Elkin)

Greater Mount Airy Chamber of Commerce Student Career & Jobs Expo:
Thursday, March 19th - (SCC Main Campus) Register Here

Future Ready Manufacturing Workshop:
Wednesday, March 25th - Register Here

Let's K﻿eep in Touch!
 

https://www.cognitoforms.com/GreaterMountAiryChamberFoundation/StudentCareerJobsExpoInterestFormMarch192026
https://forms.office.com/r/LN3SPa8J6N


Share Our Newsletter! https://forms.gle/drJhyTBtJhb87LKn9

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/surryyadkinworks/ (@surryyadkinworks)

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/surryyadkinworks (Surry-Yadkin Works)

Twitter (X): https://x.com/SurYadWorks (@SurYadWorks)

LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/surryyadkinworks (Surry-Yadkin
Works)

YouTube: https://youtube.com/@surry-yadkinworks?si=jVhVi8QZO9ymWm_M
(@Surry-YadkinWorks)
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